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Charging and Remissions  

Master Policy Document 
CHARGES AND REMISSIONS POLICY 

 The Local Governing Body of St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy recognises the valuable 

contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including visits, workshops, clubs and 

residential experiences can make towards pupils’ education. The Local Governing Body aims to 

promote and provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the pupils 

of the school and as additional optional activities. Any charges made by the school must meet the 

requirements of the Education Reform Act 1996. The governors endorse the guiding principles 

contained in the Act, in particular that no child should have his/her access to the curriculum limited 

by charges. 

 

School Visits / Activities / Visits and Residentials  

In school the education provided wholly or mainly during school hours is free. This means that 

school may not impose a charge on parents for any visit or activity that occurs during school hours. A 

voluntary contribution may, however, be asked for. This must be made clear in any letters to parents 

regarding the cost of a visit or activity. Parents should be made aware that the contribution is not 

compulsory, and the children of parents who do not contribute will not be discriminated against. 

 It is permissible to ask parents to contribute more than the minimum amount in order to subsidise 

those pupils whose parents have not contributed or who are not able to contribute. Commitment 

will be sought from parents by means of a deposit with sufficient notice given to allow for payments 

in instalments (minimum of ½ term). The deposit for the coach will usually be non-refundable. The 

venue charge will usually be refundable (if refundable by the venue) if a child cannot go for any last 

minute reason, this will be at the discretion of the school.  

In the last resort, if sufficient contributions cannot be raised and the shortfall cannot be made up, 

the visit may have to be cancelled.  
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On educational visits parents of children who have been awarded pupil premium funding (Free 

School Meals) or who are suffering a period of financial hardship may request financial support from 

the school. Parents are requested to contact the School Office, Jodie Walker, Rebecca White or class 

teachers about this.  

Residential trips - school will give parents sufficient notice in order to provide as much time as 

possible to contribute towards the full cost of the trip. If a pupil is eligible for Pupil Premium we will 

subsidise the cost dependent on circumstances and make parents aware of this subsidy. 

Possible additional activities organised by the school, which may require voluntary contributions 

from parents include: Trips/visits to museums and other places of interest; Outdoor adventure 

activities; Visits to the theatre; other school trips/visits. 

Disadvantaged Pupils – those who are eligible for Pupil Premium funding  

Some children are entitled to additional funding if eligible for Free School Meals through Pupil 

Premium Funding which is given as a grant to schools. Some of this can be used to offset the cost of 

some visits for this group of pupils. The school will ensure families who are entitled are made aware. 

Breakages, damage or loss  

In cases of wilful or malicious damage to equipment the School Business Manager, in consultation 

with the Chair of the Governing Body, may decide to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with 

on its own merit and at their discretion. 

Home Reading Books  

In order to support the children’s reading development we send books home each week for them to 

read and enjoy with their parents. These books might be library books or books from the school’s 

chosen reading scheme and should be transported home in their school bags. Parents will be asked 

to pay a standard charge (£5) to cover the cost of replacing a lost or damaged school reading scheme 

book and pay for library books if they are lost or damaged, you will be asked for a payment to cover 

the cost of the book. If a debt is to be written off at any time the Head teacher will do this at his 

discretion. 

Music Tuition 

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. Some 

parents wish their child to receive instrumental music tuition which is provided by Kirklees Music 

Services at a subsidised rate. Parents/carers are charged directly by the Music School. This service is 

available to looked after children for free. Parents also have the opportunity to study extra music 

lessons through Rock School. The payments are made directly to them. 

Whole class choral tuition is provided in class 7 and 8 by the Diocese of Leeds Choral Directors (this 

may change from year to year). We do not charge for this activity 

After School Clubs 

 A small charge may be made to cover the costs of an after school club run by school. Any after 

school clubs run by an external organiser, will be charged to parents as agreed when they sign up 

with the provider. 

Breakfast Club 
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A charge is made for pupils who are not in receipt of Free School Meals at a cost of £3.50 per child 

per day. 

Swimming  

The school organises swimming lessons for children in Year 5 of Key Stage 2 as part of the National 

Curriculum. We do not charge for this activity. 


